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PEOPLE GROUP ASSIGNMENT
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The following assignment will require a great deal of initiative on the part of you or you and your spouse.  You may team up with another person if so desired as long as you share the work. In essence, we are asking you to target a people and develop a strategy for reaching them appropriate to their culture and situation.  In this exercise you will apply to a practical situation many principles you have been learning.  The purpose of this assignment is to acquaint you with a specific unreached people group and to help you apply some of the ideas and principles you have been learning in this course.

Lets remember the definition of an “Unreached People Group” – An ethno linguistic people (a people with a common language)  among whom there is no viable indigenous community of believing Christians with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize their own people without outside (cross-cultural) assistance. Other researchers have adopted the terms “hidden people” or “frontier people group.” 

We recognize that there are severe limitations in this kind of exercise.  To develop an actual strategy, not only would extensive research be required, but ideally you would also spend a good deal of time among the people you are targeting.  Most of you will need to undertake this assignment through the avenue of research, using the Internet, research libraries, missions periodicals, etc.

Some of you may already be burdened for a specific people group.  For you, this exercise may be a small step in fulfilling the desire, which God has placed in you to reach this group.  For others, this will be primarily an intellectual exercise.  We trust, however, that it will stimulate all of you to become interested in other people groups and, through prayer and planning, to become advocates for their redemption.

Purpose of the Project

The object of this exercise is to anticipate how God might work in a given situation if a sound strategy for evangelization were developed and applied.  The worksheets that follow are based on a questionnaire designed for actual use in the identification and targeting of a specific people.  When this report is used to plan an actual mission effort, it becomes crucial that the questions are answered as accurately as possible.  In this exercise, however, the accuracy of the information is not critical.  Some answers, in fact, will not be available without research well beyond the limits of this course.  In such cases, supply information that seems realistic.  We are more interested in the process of learning about a group and planning strategy than we are with detailed accuracy of information.  

Given the above limitations, we urge you to make a reasonable effort to become knowledgeable about your people group.  The approach and methods you choose will be based on the information you gather and on what you are learning in this course regarding successful approaches.  The projected results and timetable for evangelization will, be entirely conjecture on your part.  However, you should attempt to be realistic in your expectations.
Project Content

There are several things we are asking each team to do.  Worksheets with questions to answer are provided for each part of the assignment.  Your paper should be a narrative, as opposed to answers to questions.  Feel free to organize your work as you like, as long as you cover the material on the worksheets. You must include your sources and specific references (bibliography).  Pictures, maps, and other graphics are not required, but would provide a nice touch. The assignment components are as follows:

I. People Group Narrative – a summary of basic traits, history, cultural and statistical information.

II. Answer questions under “People Group Description” – use the knowledge you have obtained from your research, your Pathways reading, instructors information and required book reading.

III. Citations
IV. Prayer List
Project Design
The project is designed to be do-able by an individual, but it will be more effectively done with two people, husband and wife for sure. Such teams must agree to share the work and the grade. Each participant contributes his or her strengths to the project’s success. Team projects will be expected to show more depth and be longer accordingly (see below). A good paper is not based on writing down correct answers, but rather on well-reasoned application of Pathways readings to your people’s specific situation. For each section, answer the questions and use your thoughts as the basis for writing your paper. The questions are there to stimulate your thinking. Turn in these project guide sheets along with your research paper. Papers should be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point font and should follow the general outline of the project parts. Use appropriate headings so that the instructor will know what section of the project you are addressing. 
Students are to write a paper that is at least 6 pages double-spaced, 12-point font (add 3 pages for 2 people = 9 pages or more, minimum). Also answer the following questions on your people group. Maps are great but are not counted as a page.
Selecting a People Group

The first question to answer is “What people?”  The availability of information may limit your choice, but it must be an unreached people.  A plethora of resources are available to you, however you would also do well to do some preliminary research first to make sure that there is plenty of information available before you choose an alternate people group. There is a resource list of Unreached People Groups attached.
The following questions may help in the decision: Do you know a missionary or a mission agency that is interested in working with an unreached group?  Does your denomination have a list of unreached groups they would like to target, if only someone would take an interest?  Is a particular people group of strategic importance to the spread of the gospel?

Check on the web for information on groups of people currently considered “unreached.”  Feel free to pick a people group from these lists; however it would be preferable if it was a group not already well known to anyone on your team.  The people group must qualify as “unreached” as well; many groups considered “reached” could also benefit from study and new strategies, but part of the point of the exercise is to acquaint you with a relatively unknown people group.  

People Group Description
Once the hard decision of what group to study has been made, begin to seek answers to the following questions about your specific group.  Answer as many of the questions as you are able from the research material available to you.  Reasonable assumptions based on your research are fine as well, if they are noted as such.
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A.
General Physical Description

1 What is the name or descriptive title of this people group? What do they call themselves?  (For example: The Yao; the Swahili-speaking Arabs of Kenya; the Orang-asli)

1 What is the approximate size of this people group?

1 In what country or countries are they located?  Are they urban, rural, or nomadic?  Are they located in certain provinces, states, or key cities?

1 Of what race, caste, class, nationality, etc. are they members?  (Feel free to include photographs or other illustrations.)

1 What is their first language?   What other languages do they speak?  What is the national language in their country?

1 What proportion of this people are literate?  Is this an oral culture?  What role does reading play in the culture?

1 Where do these people live?  What is their physical environment like?  (Include maps and photographs.)

1 What is their economic situation?  Does a specific kind of work or profession characterize them?

1 What is their basic diet; their usual clothing; their normal housing or shelter?

1 What sports, entertainment, or arts are characteristic of this people?

1 Do they have any physical needs or development issues that potentially would influence and entry strategy (see pages 10-11, 10-12 in your Pathways)?
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Religious Background

1 Describe the religion or religions of this people group.  Is folk religion a factor in their religious system?

1 What percentage of the group practices which religions?  What percentage is nominal in their faith compared to sincere practitioners of the religion?  Is religion considered an integral part of their national identity?  (“To be Moroccan is to be Muslim.” “If you are French, of course you are Catholic.”)

1 Do the people seem satisfied with their religion and its practices?  How does their religion cope with issues of illness and death? 

1 Is their religion practiced in the larger surrounding society or is it different from the rest of society? 

1 Does this group experience persecution for their religious beliefs?  How does their religion deal with persecution?

1 Does this group have any knowledge of Christianity or of Jesus Christ?  If so, do they have a positive or a negative impression of Christianity and Christians?
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Historic Issues Influencing this Group

1 What major historic influences have impacted this people group?  Are they the dominant group in their area or are they a minority?  What is the identity of this people in their own eyes?  In the view of nearby societies?

1 What major historical figures are their heroes and heroines?  What values do they represent?   What mythical figures play a role in their national identity?

1 Have they always lived in this area or have they come there recently?

1 Historically, under what kind of government have they lived?  What level of law or justice is available to them?

1 Have colonial powers influenced them or the region in which they live? What results are there from that influence?

1 What historical crises or conflicts affect them?

1 Cultural Practices Affecting Conversion

1 What cultural beliefs, values, structures, or practices might provide a bridge for the gospel?

1 Which cultural beliefs, values, etc might be hindrances to the gospel? Are some cultural practices in direct contradiction to Scripture?

1 Are there cultural practices or beliefs which might be re-interpreted into Christian lifestyle or worship?

1 How does their worldview suggest possible approaches for those presenting the gospel?

1 What is the most appropriate language to use for evangelization of this people?

1 External Influences on Evangelization

1 Are there any government imposed restrictions on evangelizing these people? If so, what are they? How might that challenge be overcome?

1 Are there sociological or economic factors inhibiting the evangelization of these people? 

1 Are there sociological, economic or political factors that might be used to advantage in evangelization of these people?

1 Are there any political, social, or economic crises impacting these people that might affect their receptivity or resistance to the gospel?

1 Helps to Evangelization

1 Is there a Bible or portions of Scripture translated into this people's mother tongue? Is Scripture available in any other language which they might know? Is any other kind of Christian literature available to them? What percentage of the group is able to read? 

1 Is this an oral culture, instead of a literary culture? Are any recordings of the Bible available in their language? Are there any radio broadcasts into this area? Are they in the mother tongue or in trade languages?

1 Is the “Jesus” film available in their language? Are any translations underway?

1 Are there any known believers among this people group? Where are they, how did they find the Lord, where do they fellowship?

1 Are any of this group residing as internationals (businessmen, students, military, refugees, immigrants, guest workers) in other countries?

1 Are any other organizations currently working among them? How long have they been there and what are they doing? What kind of response have they had so far?

1 Is the national church in this country presently involved in reaching out to this people? If so, what is their potential for successfully evangelizing this group?

1 Is there a mission agency targeting this group or one that, because of their emphasis and background, might be uniquely suited to reach them?

1 What various types of agencies might come together to bring different skills and experience to bear on reaching these people?

G. Mobilizing for Evangelization

1. In your opinion, who is in the best position to reach this people?  Why?

2. Accountability: Who should authorize the mission and bear the responsibility for it?

3. Personnel: Who will be sent?   What qualifications or skills will they need to have or to develop?

4. Training: What kind of preparation should missionary personnel receive?

5. Partnership: What partnerships should be explored or developed to undertake this mission?

6. Access:  What kinds of strategies could best provide access to this people?  Are there felt needs of this group which might be considered in developing entry strategies?

7. Prayer: What specific areas of prayer must be developed for this work?  Which groups are adopting this people and what kind of prayer commitment are they planning to make?  What prayer foundation should be established prior to beginning on-site work?  What demonic influences need to be dealt with for real mission penetration to occur?

8. Supervision: What supervisory structure will help set goals and evaluate progress?  What kind of field supervision will be necessary to encourage and support the team?

H. Other Strategy Issues

1. What kind of work would need to precede the sharing of the gospel?

2. How and with whom would someone first share the gospel?

3. What social structures should receive close attention in evangelization?

4. What role will translated Scripture play?

5. What should the church look like among this people group?  (Place, style of worship, leadership selection and training, etc.)

6. Are there any other suggestions about how this people group would be best reached?

Prayer Assignment

In I Timothy 2:1-4 Paul firmly urges Timothy to pray for all men everywhere so that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life.  Prayer for all men is good and acceptable to God, “who desires all men to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth” (I Tim. 2:4).  As you begin researching a people group, commit yourself to pray for them.  Think of specific ways you desire God to work among them.  The list of prayer items may be compiled as a couple or done individually.  Include just one list with the project, however.  Pray through this list with your team at least three separate times.
Major Project Guidelines, Comments, and Suggestions:

The major project is an in-depth study of an unreached people group.  Please do your best to approach this as though you were actually going to that group and as though your success in the Lord’s work would depend on the preparation you are doing at this time.

Format would include helpful pictures, maps, charts, general neatness, and legibility.  Use your citation sheets to document your sources for a particular passage or quote.  In your bibliography, give information so others could find the sources you examined in your research.  Section headings and page numbers are appropriate.

Do your best to address the topics in the assignment.  If you do deep and significant research from a variety of sources, your paper will make an important contribution to the body of knowledge about this people group.  

For example: Instead of saying these people are Muslims, can you tell how long have they been Muslim?  Which tenets of Muslim belief do they act upon?  Is “folk Islam” a strong influence?  Is their government religious or secular?  What pilgrimages do they make?  What other religious influences have they been exposed to?

Gather as much information as you can, but if there are questions you cannot answer, simply say so.  That, too, is part of research.

Whatever research you are able to acquire about your people group, the heart of this paper lies in applying strategic thinking to what you now know.  The challenge is suggest how to work towards a reproducing church planting movement.  Who could best participate in the team?  Would non-westerners be more easily accepted?  What skills or experience are desired?  What will the entry strategy be?  What are the people felt needs?  What can be done to meet those needs?  What resources will be required?  Where will they come from?  Can this strategy be sustained or replicated by nationals or will it produce dependency?  What problems or resistance must be overcome?  What would be an appropriate time to implement an exit strategy, turning over the work to local believers?

It is wise to compile a good list of prayer requests for this people group.  They are most helpful if they are specific and practical.  Such a list can bring more of the body of Christ to concern for your people group.

Your director and associates can help you in any way they can, so ask for help when your get stuck.  A great deal of research already exists on many people groups.  Build on that as much as you can and use the facts to develop viable or original strategies.

This project will be more interesting and more valuable than most secular research papers you’ve done or will ever do.  Lay people in local churches often make vital and useful contributions towards World Evangelization by their research.  Our particular prayer is that your team would complete this project with a deeper understanding of just one of the groups that still needs to hear our good news. 

We’re all praying for you.
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